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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO SFC OLLEN HUNT

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to SFC retired Ollen Hunt
for his exceptional dedication to duty
and service to the U.S. Army and to
the United States of America.

A native of McLemoresville, TN, Ser-
geant Hunt was drafted into the U.S.
Army in November of 1942. Sergeant
Hunt was a part of the 92nd Infantry
Division, which was also known as
“The Buffalo Division.”” Sergeant Hunt
and his unit boarded troop ships at
Camp Henry, VA, and survived the sea
journey to their destination in Italy.
The 92nd fought with distinction and
divisiveness, and contributed to the
eventual defeat of the Axis Powers.

After returning from his deployment,
Sergeant Hunt returned home for a
short time before returning to assign-
ments throughout Europe. He was re-
sponsible for the food and logistics op-
erations at various military installa-
tions. He continued his military serv-
ice until retiring as a Sergeant First
Class in 1963. A year after retirement,
Sergeant Hunt accepted a position as a
flight kitchen chef in Anchorage, AK.
Sergeant Hunt and his wife Hanna
owned many small businesses, includ-
ing the Hof Brau and Sandwich Deck.
He also served on several downtown
merchant and municipal committees
and councils, receiving numerous
awards for his contributions to the An-
chorage community. After his ‘‘second
retirement’’, Sergeant Hunt worked
with the Veterans Administration’s
Oral History project writers to create
an autobiography of his life. His work
formed what would later become his
book Buffalo Soldier: What I Did for
My Country, What My Country Did for
Me.

Sergeant Hunt’s leadership through-
out his career has positively influenced
his peers and superiors, soldiers, and
civilians alike. As a hardworking and
friendly man, he will be greatly missed
by his family and those fortunate
enough to have known him.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I join
my colleagues today in recognizing and
commending SFC Ollen Hunt for his
service to his country in the United
States Army. We wish his wife,
Hannelore, and their two children,
Katherine and Ollen, all the best as
they celebrate the life of this great
man.e

REMEMBERING CLAUS-M. NASKE

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President. Dr.
Claus-M. Naske, a giant in the field of
history in Alaska, passed away on
March 5, 2014. I would like to honor
him and his accomplishments as an ed-
ucator, historian and family man.
Claus emigrated to Alaska in 1954
and moved to Fairbanks in 1957 to at-
tend the University of Alaska Fair-
banks, graduating with double majors
in political science and history. He ob-
tained his doctorate from Washington
State University and joined the Uni-
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versity of Alaska Fairbanks faculty in
1969, starting his long and illustrious
career as a teacher, mentor, re-
searcher, author and administrator.

Claus was a professor of history at
the University of Alaska Fairbanks
until 2001. He not only taught, re-
searched and wrote, he was the director
of the University of Alaska Press until
2004. Managing the university’s press
office added to Dr. Naske’s workload,
but it was evidence of his love for
scholarly work.

Claus authored and co-authored over
a dozen books, including ones on two
prominent political Alaskan political
figures, Bob Bartlett and Ernest
Gruening and several on Alaska’s his-
tory. His book Alaska: A History, in its
third edition, is considered the pre-
eminent record of our great State. We
owe a great debt of gratitude to Claus
for his dedication and persistence as a
historian, one who will long be remem-
bered.

Claus received many well-deserved
awards throughout his life, including
the 2012 Distinguished Alumnus Award,
the 2001 Usibelli Award for Research,
the 1997 Alumni Award for Professional
Excellence, and the 1995 Award of Merit
by the Western History Association—to
name a few.

Claus married Dinah in 1960 and had
two children: Natalia-Michelle Nan-
geak and Nathaniel-Michael Noah. He
and his wife have been generous to
UAF, establishing a history scholar-
ship and making regular donations to
the campus public radio station.

Claus-M. Naske will go down in his-
tory with a sterling reputation as a
scholar, teacher and father.e

——
TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL B. OLDEN

e Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to advise the Senate of the ac-
complishments of a fellow Mississip-
pian, Mr. Samuel B. Olden of Yazoo
City, on the occasion of his 95th birth-
day.

Mr. Olden is from Yazoo City, the
“Gateway to the Mississippi Delta,”
where he was born in 1919, to a family
of Mississippi planters. Throughout his
youth, he read widely in the B.S. Ricks
Memorial Library—the oldest pri-
vately-funded public library in the
State—which greatly contributed to
his personal development and admis-
sion into the University of Mississippi
in Oxford. There, he received a B.A.
and M.A., reportedly conversed with
Nobel Prize-winning author William
Faulkner, and was ultimately recruited
to Washington, DC, to serve at the De-
partment of State. Prior to American
involvement in World War II, Mr. Olden
was sent abroad as the Vice Consul at
our embassy in Quito, Ecuador, from
1941 to 1943. Upon his return, Mr. Olden
enlisted in the U.S. Navy, serving from
1943 to 1946 at posts ranging from
Shanghai, China, to Paris, France.

After the war Mr. Olden transited the
North Atlantic on a Liberty ship. A fel-
low naval officer noted Mr. Olden’s for-
titude during this stormy passage.
While tending to his ailing father back
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in Mississippi, he received a letter from
Washington asking him to consider de-
fending our Nation’s freedom, in a
third essential way. Mr. Olden returned
to the District of Columbia, where he
was invited to join the newly formed
Central Intelligence Group. Com-
mencing in 1947, Mr. Olden spent 2
years in the group’s Washington office,
followed by 3 years in Vienna, Austria,
where he defended freedom and democ-
racy against Communist aggression.

Following a decade in public service,
Mr. Olden entered the private sector,
where he employed his experience
abroad for a predecessor of Exxon
Mobil. From 1952-1957, he was posted in
East and West Nigeria, British and
French Cameroon, the Congo, Chad,
and Gabon. He joined Mobil’s govern-
ment relations department in 1957 and
returned to New York. There, he at-
tained observer status at the United
Nations and strode the halls with Adlai
Stevenson and Eleanor Roosevelt.
Later, he went abroad once more to
serve as general manager of Mobil’s af-
filiates in Tunisia, Algeria, Peru, and
Spain.

By 1974, Mr. Olden was fluent in
English, French, German, and Spanish.
He had connections around the world.
And where did he go? He chose to retire
to the finest place he had ever lived:
Yazoo City. There, he owned and oper-
ated a cattle ranch for 15 years, while
continuing to pursue his passion for
the study of history. He was twice a
board member and was elected presi-
dent of the Mississippi Historical Soci-
ety, served 15 years on the State com-
mittee for the Center for the Study of
Southern Culture at the University of
Mississippi, and founded the Yazoo His-
torical Society’s remarkable museum—
housed in the same Triangle Center
building where he had attended ele-
mentary school. Even in his nineties,
he established and helped to fund the
Yazoo Memorial Literary Walkway,
which stretches between the Triangle
Center and the B.S. Ricks Library. The
walkway memorializes more than 100
Yazooan authors to include former
House Minority Leader and Senator
John Sharp Williams, literary critic
and editor Henry Herschel Brickell,
Gov. Haley Reeves Barbour, beloved
writers Willie Morris, Teresa Nicholas,
and Ruth Williams, and educator
Henry Mitchell Brickell. His large col-
lection of pre-Columbian ceramics is
now on display in the Mississippi Mu-
seum of Art in Jackson.

This remarkable man has served his
Nation as a diplomat, military officer,
and emissary, during wars hot and
cold. He served the world in the energy
industry as a global businessman of
distinction. He returned to his home-
town and has continued to serve his
State, his university, and his commu-
nity as a historian, educator and phi-
lanthropist even into the 10th decade of
his life. His friends across the Nation
and around the world celebrate with
him today.e
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